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Water efficiency is the smart use of our
water resources through water-saving
technologies and simple steps we can all
take around the house. Using water
efficiently will help save water, save money
on your utility bills, and ensure reliable
water supplies today and for future
generations.

In the bathroom—where over half of all
water use inside a home takes place:

- Turn off the tap while shaving or
brushing teeth.

- Showers use less water than baths, as
long as you keep an eye on how long you've
been lathering up. Learn tips on how to
Shower Better.

In the kitchen—whip up a batch of big
water savings:

- Use a dishwasher—and when you do,
make sure it's fully loaded! Dishwashers
typically use less water than hand washing.

- Plug up the sink or use a wash basin if
washing dishes by hand.

- Scrape your plate instead of rinsing it
before loading it into the dishwasher.

- Keep a pitcher of drinking water in the
refrigerator instead of letting the faucet run
until the water is cool.

- Thaw frozen food in the refrigerator
overnight rather than using a running tap of
hot water.

- Add food wastes to your compost pile
instead of using the garbage disposal.

- When replacing your dishwasher, look
for ENERGY STAR certified models, which
reduce water use compared to standard
models.

In the laundry room—where you can be
clean AND green:

- Wash only full loads of laundry or use
the appropriate water level or load size
selection on the washing machine.

- To save money on your energy bills, set
your washing machine to use cold water
rather than hot or warm water.

- When replacing your clothes washer,
select an ENERGY STAR certified model,
which use about 30 percent less water than
standard models.

made of. This year's City-Wide Cleanup
looked different than it has in the past, and
while we missed working alongside the
student athletes, Peru still showed up. If you
participated in the cleanup, whether by
putting stuff out on the curb, hauling junk
away, or sprucing up your yard, thank you
so much! There's a quiet kind of happiness
that comes from helping out, and I hope you
felt some of it.

And speaking of showing up, if you
haven't heard the news, I'm so excited to
share that we are moving ever closer to
having a playground at Sid Brown Park! A
huge shout-out to everyone involved with
Parks and Recreation, as they truly are the
ones who lead this effort. This is another
example of working together to accomplish
something for everyone. Young or old, I
think we will all enjoy watching kids
laughing and learning at our parks!

As I was driving around during cleanup,
I was so happy to see so many people out
and about (the weather was perfect!), and it
gave me so much hope that as a community,
we are moving in the right direction, and we
are doing it together.

Katy Novak
Mayor, City of Peru

CITY NOTICES:
(SEE NOTICES ON BACKSIDE)

- The Primary Election will be
taking place on May 12th.
- Please make sure that your lawn is
mowed!
- Check out the different ways to pay
your utility bill.
- The splash pad will be opening on
Memorial Week-End.

- The Board of Health will meet on
May 13th in City Hall for a regular
meeting.

- The Peru City Council will meet on
May 19th at 6pm CT in City Hall for a
regular meeting.

- City Hall will be closed on Monday,
May 25th in observance of Memorial
Day.

Other Notices:
- Feeding 44 is on the first Friday of
every month!
- Peru State College Commencement
will be on May 9th at 10:00am.
- Peru Plant Exchange will take place
on May 16th
- Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast by
the Cemetery Auxiliary is on May
24th
- 0ld Man River Days is on June 5 - 7.

Mini Minutes:

From 04/21 City Council
The City Council met on 4/21/2026 at 6pm CT at
City Hall.

At This Meeting Council:
APPROVED: A Resolution Honoring the First
Responders to the Curry Timber Fire

DISCUSSED: Alley Drainage at 8th and Hoyt.
DISCUSSED: Conducting a Water Flow Study

APPROVED: Additional Funds for a Playground
at Sid-Brown Park

APPROVED: Preliminary Plans for a Sensory
Garden at Neal Park

DISCUSSED: Ordinances Relating to Wages for
City Employees

DISCUSSED: Ordinance Splitting Grant
Coordinator and Deputy Clerk Into Two
Positions

The full minutes are available 10 business
days after the meeting, at City Hall during
business hours. Some items were left out due
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to space constraints. The previous meeting
minutes are available on our website!



